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Enjoy the FIRST edition of New Bern Nowõs (NBNõs) newsletter! This quarterly publication is a    

summary of the website, www.NewBernNow.com.  It was created in May 2009 to inform local 

residents and visitors of what the greater New Bern area has to offer!   

QUARTERLY 

Happy 300th Year Anniversary, New Bern!  

With 300 years of history, our city has undergone some profound and remarkable 
changes. It all started in 1710 when Swiss Baron Christopher de Graffenried,        
Explorer John Lawson, and a group of Swiss and German settlers discovered the 
beautiful countryside that was named òNew Bernó after the Baronõs home city of 
Bern, Switzerland, which is now considered New Bernõs òMother Cityó.  
 
Members of the exploration encountered the Tuscaroran Indians and drove the     
Indians from their homeland. The Tuscarorans attempted to regain their homestead 
by taking Baron de Graffenried and John Lawson hostage - John Lawson was killed. 
The Baron managed to survive and make it back to his new home of New Bern.  
 
After a half century, North Carolinaõs first permanent Colonial Capitol building was 
constructed in 1770 and later named Tryon Palace after Governor William Tryon. 
Tryon Palace became NCõs first state Capitol during the Revolutionary War in 1775. 
The Capital City was relocated to Raleigh in 1794. Tryon Palace burned in 1798. The 
landmark was rebuilt in 1950 from the original Palace plans. Tryon Palace Historic 
Sites and Gardens draws in thousands of visitors a year with their re -enactments, 
lectures, and tours of this grand homestead.  
 
The Civil War Battle of 1862 took place in New Bern as the Union Soldiers considered 
the city a valuable commodity as a seaport and railroad depot. Visit the Civil War 
Battlefield at the entrance of Taberna Community off Highway 70 East.  
 
New Bern Pharmacist Caleb Bradham created òBradõs Drinkó in 1898, which is now 
known as Pepsi-Cola. Visit the Pepsi Store on Middle and Pollock Streets (636-5898).  
 
James Davis brought the first printing press to New Bern, making it the first in the 
state of NC to have one. New Bern is also home to NCõs first public school - New 
Bern Academy which is now a Museum at the corner of New & Hancock Streets (514-
4951).  
 
In 1922 New Bern suffered a horrific fire that engulfed 40 City blocks - mostly the  
African American neighborhoods with thriving businesses. With resilience, residents 
re-built New Bern then and continue to rebuild this wonderful city today! Take the 
òTrail of Flames Touró - contact New Bern Tour & Convention Services (637-7316). 
 
The North Carolina History Education Center is scheduled to open in the summer of 
2010 between Tryon Palace and New Bernõs Farmerõs Market.  
 
New Bern Now is a òSmall Town Metropolisó with people from all walks of life and 
similar visions of having a nice place to live, friendly neighbors and places to gather 
among friends! From Country Clubs to City Recreation Centers, we strive to enjoy a 
higher quality of life and take advantage of the Greater New Bern area resources 
(especially our rivers, National Forest, and the Historic Downtown district).  

For information about 
events happening through-
out our 300th Anniversary 
Year, contact the 300th  
Committee at 635 -1710 

Visit New Bernõs Historical    

Society for a list of over 

100 Landmarks and Sites at 

512 Pollock St., 638 -8558 

New Bern Now  
òOne Stop, Information Shopó 



Visitors are attracted to New Bern's southern charm, small town feel, combined with 
the beautiful scenery, terrific weather, and an abundance of things to do, we have it 
all!  
  
New Bern is a city rich in the arts, history, and outdoor recreation. It is a safe, subur-
ban community with a population close to 30,000 residents with diverse social back-
grounds. Residents range from New Bernians, transplants seeking a slower pace of 
life, and snowbirds escaping from the cold weather. Military members and their fami-
lies homestead in New Bern because of its close proximity to local military bases.  
   
Consult the Employment Security Commission (514-4828) to find a job, for career 
planning information, or to learn about workforce related services.  
  
CarolinaEast Health Systems is our Regional Medical Center located at 2000 Neuse 
Blvd., 633-8111 which includes Cancer Care and Cardiac Care Centers and various 
healthcare departments. Urgent Care: ECIM Urgent Medical Care, 2117 S. Glenburnie 
Rd., 636-1001 and New Bern Family Practice and Urgent Care, 1040 Medical Park Ave., 
633-1698. There are plenty of other healthcare facilities and private medical and 
dental practices to choose from.  
  
Your children will be safe and receive a great education in our Public School System 
(514-6300). There are also private schools: Epiphany School (638-0122); St Paul 
Catholic Education Center (633-0100); Sylvan Learning Center (633-6380) and many 
Religious Schools. The Pathway to College (638-1002) assists parents and students in 
making the proper choices during the College planning process. Students can receive 
a higher education at Craven Community College (638-7200) and Mount Olive College 
at New Bern (633-4464) offering many advanced education opportunities. Craven 
Smart Startõs Child Care Resource and Referral Program (672-5921) offers free child 
care referral services and other children's services  to parents.  
  
New Bern's City Government controls police and emergency services, utilities, taxes, 
parks and recreation, etc. Craven County Government regulates emergency services, 
social services, Clerk of Court, Register of Deeds, planning and inspections, New Bern 
Riverfront Convention Center, Parks and Recreation, and much more.  
  
Swiss Bear Downtown Development Corporation is revitalizing New Bern's Downtown 
Historic District. (638 -5781). 
  
Coastal Carolina Regional Airport (638-8591) services the New Bern area. Airport ser-
vices include Delta and US Airways flights, general aviation terminal, Fed Ex and UPS 
services, conference room, wireless Internet, taxi and car rental services, and Deli.  
 
Notable residents: Beverly Perdue, 1st woman elected Governor of NC and Author, 
Nicholas Sparks.  
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About New Bern  

New Bern Now  

IMPORTANT NUMBERS: 

Emergency - 911 

New Bern Police: 672-4100 

New Bern Fire: 639-2931 

Craven County Sherriff: 636-

6620 

City General Info: 639 -2701 

City Taxes: 639-7532 

City Animal Control: 672 -4304 

County Animal Control: 637-

4606 

Public Works: 639-7501 

City Electric: 636 -4070 

Progress Energy: 800-452-2777 

Century Link Phone: 800-366-

8201 

Trash/Recycling: 639-7501 

Water & Sewer: 639-7541 

Suddenlink: 877-794-2724 

Building Insp/Permits: 639 -2941 

Parks & Recreation: 639-2912 

Business License: 639-7532 

Food & Shelter: 637-4185 

Housing Authority: 637-3599 

Mosquito Control: 639-7501  

Natural Gas: Ameri Gas 637-

3903; Jenkins Gas Co. 633-

5560; Mallard Gas & Oil 637-

2524 

New Bern Library: 638-7800 

Chamber of Commerce: 637-

3111 

Visitors Center: 637-9400 

We are located:   
- 20 - 30 minutes from Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point and 35 -45 minutes    
   from Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune.  
- 35 ð 45 minute drive to the Beaches and far enough away to escape from summer  
   tourists and major impacts from hurricanes. Take a trip to Atlantic Beach,  
   Emerald Isle, Topsail Island, or other scenic trips or a relaxing day at the beach!  
- 1 ½ hour drive from Wilmington or Raleigh.  

http://www.newbernnow.com/index_files/healthcare.html
http://www.cravencc.edu
http://www.ci.new-bern.nc.us
http://www.cravencounty.com


Ready for a good time? There are plenty of things to do for the entire family:  
 
- Visit one of 20 + parks and three recreation centers located throughout the city. We even have a dog park. Un-
ion Point Park is a popular spot to relax. New Bern Parks & Recreation offers plenty of programs for individuals 
or the entire family (639 -2912). 
 
- Take a self-guided walking tour or horse drawn carriage ride, trolley tour, Segway tour, tugboat cruise, or heli-
copter ride! Contact New Bern Tour & Convention Services (637 -7316) or New Bern Visitorõs Center (637-9400). 
 
- Cool off at the new Aquatics Center, the YMCA, New Bernõs Splash Park, or play disc golf at Glenburnie Park, go 
bowling or play laser tag at the Strike Zone, or rollerskating at Rollerland. Do you prefer Beach Bingo? We have 
that too!  
 
- Need to relieve some stress? Visit one of many gyms and fitness centers. Goldõs Gym, Johnnie Ray Kinsey Fit-
ness Center, Snap Fitness 24/7, Sound Fitness and Golf, and Curves, to name a few. Enter a òfitness challengeó 
and start living a healthier life.  
 
- Enjoy a live performance at the Masonic Theatre, New Bern Civic Theatre, New Bernõs Farmerõs Market, New 
Bernõs Riverfront Convention Center, Ratio Theatre Company, or Trent River Coffee Co. 
 
- Dance the night away, sing karaoke, or enjoy conversation at one of New Bernõs bars: Aceõs Sports Bar & 
Lounge, Applebeeõs Neighborhood Bar & Grill, Attitudes Pub & Grill (shag/line dancing), Bear Towne Market 
(BTM), Captain Rattyõs Seafood & Steakhouse, The Chelsea, Christophõs on the Water, The Diamond Club, Full 
Moon Saloon, Half Time Pub & Grill, Harvey Mansion 1797 Steamer Bar, The Hurricane Bar & Restaurant, The Ice 
House, Mesh Sports Lounge, Mickey Milliganõs, Morganõs Tavern & Grill, Mr. Stix Billiards, Sin City, the Texas 
Steakhouse & Saloon, or Your Alibi Lounge. 
 
- Catch the latest film release at the Neuse Boulevard Cinema or Southgate Cinema 6.  

Things To Do and Entertainment  

New Bern Art Shops and Galleries  

In celebration of our 300th year Anniversary, New Bernõs artists and local businesses have pulled together for 
two terrific street artwork projects. The òBear Town Bearsó and òHistorical Characteró fire hydrants are on dis-
play throughout the city. Visit New Bernõs Chamber of Commerce or the New Bern Visitorõs & Convention Center 
for details and locations of the unique street artwork.  
 
Art enthusiasts are taken aback by the masterpieces of New Bernõs Artisans. Stroll through the art galleries and 
shops scattered throughout the city. Start your trip downtown on Craven Street and visit Treasure Crafts and The 
Accidental Artist, then walk down Pollock Street to see Carolina Creations, make your way up and down Middle 
Street and visit the Framing Fox Art Gallery, Art of the Wild, Art & Materials, Gallery Arts Printing, Ballantyne 
Framing and Art, Etched in Time Designs. Walk north on Pollock Street to see the Craven Arts Council and Gallery 
located in the Bank of the Arts Building and the ART Gallery.   
 
Donõt miss Hancock Street where you can visit Poor Charlieõs which is the oldest Antique Flea Market in North 
Carolina. Across the Street on S. Front Street check out New Bernõs Farmerõs Market where vendors sell their 
special arts, crafts, produce, etc. and locals meet on the weekends to shop and gather among friends.  
 
Visit Bejeweled Beads and More, Fabulous Findz, and the Pic Frame & Gallery on Trent Road. A short drive to S. 
Glenburnie Road, stop in on the Frame Shop and Gallery. Drive down the road to Colony Drive and visit Pottery 
Concepts Gallery and Studio. 
 
Cross over the river to James City to visit Coastal Art and Frame on Hwy 70 E. and Robertõs Art Gallery and Shop 
on Old Cherry Point Rd. Contact Craven Arts Council and Gallery (638-2577) about Arts and Cultural Influences.  
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Outdoor Recreation  

Boating, fishing, paddling, hunting, golfing, hiking, bird watching, photography, camping and tennis are only a 
few of many outdoor recreation opportunities in New Bern.  
 
Nestled between the Neuse and Trent Rivers in Eastern North Carolina, New Bern is a haven for boaters, fisher-
men, and water sport fanatics. Whether you prefer boating or paddling in a smaller watercraft, you can choose 
from small tributaries and creeks to the mile wide Neuse River. Fishing is plentiful! Some of the water is brackish 
so you can catch both salt water and fresh water fish. Catch strippers, crappie, largemouth bass, perch, floun-
der, and many more species. Stop into our local Field and Stream Sports Store to get the inside scoop! They have 
two locations: 2723 Neuse Blvd. (637-5100) and 2551 Hwy 70 E (637-6800). For a unique fishing experience, call 
Spec Fever Fishing Guide Services  (249-1520). Custom Marine Inc, 2401 Hwy 70 E (638-5422) also has boating and 
fishing equipment. Contact the Neuse Riverkeepers (637 -7972) for paddle trail maps and details about boating 
and fishing on the Neuse and Trent Rivers along with the tributaries.  
 
Hunters relish in the enormous Croatan National Forest, spanning approximately 165,000 acres, it is located in 
New Bernõs backyard. It provides a sanctuary for outdoor enthusiasts! The Croatan is home to the black bear, 
deer, wild turkey, quail, coyote, beaver, porcupine, rabbit, squirrel, bobcat, American alligator, and bald eagle, 
pileated woodpecker, red -tailed hawk, to name some of the wildlife species you may see.  
 
A òNature Loverõs Paradiseó, birdwatchers, hikers, photographers, and walkers enjoy a òwalk in the woodsó as 
the forestõs habitat supplies excellent conditions for exotic plants like the Venus flytrap, making it the only Na-
tional Forest with the largest carnivorous plant population. Talk to the trained volunteers or rangers at the Na-
tional Park Service (NPS) Rangerõs Station on Hwy 70 E (638-5628) for more information. There are also walking 
trails throughout our City and County. Contact New Bern Parks & Recreation (639 -2912) and/or Craven County 
Recreation & Parks (636-6606).   
 
Golfing is another favorite pastime in New Bern. Visit the Emerald Golf Club (633 -4440), River Bend Golf & Coun-
try Club (638-2819), New Bern Golf and Country Club (637-4061), Taberna Country Club (634-1600), Carolina 
Pines Golf & Country Club (444-1000), or the Cherry Point Golf Course on Marine Corps Air Base (466-3044). Con-
tact Wild Bill's Golf Shop at 3811 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. (633 -9820) for the inside golfing information!  
 
Campers have many choices. You can stay in New Bernõs luxury campground ð KOA, located on Hwy 17 N in 
Bridgeton (800-562-3341). They have cabins, RV sites, tents sites, fishing pond, pavilion and a dock on the Neuse 
River. If you prefer a smaller scale campground, visit Flannerõs Beach Campground or Neuse River Campground 
which are run by the NPS. Briceõs Creek Boat ramp also has a small primitive campground. For more information 
about camping in the area, call the NPS (252 -638-5628). 
 
Prefer tennis? There are tennis courts throughout New Bern to include Craven Community College, New Bern Golf 
and Country Club (637-4061), The Emerald Country Club (633-4440), River Bend Country Club (638-2819), and 
New Bern Parks and Recreational facilities (639-2912). 
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Outdoor Corner: New Bern Field & Stream Sports (NBF&SS):  
From the Sounds to Inland: Stripers, Speckled Trout, Flounder, and Red Fish 
(Puppy Drum);  
Freshwater fishing : Largemouth Bass, Brim (Sun Fish), Crappie, and Catfish 
APR  3 - Fly Fishing Seminar  NBF&SS on Hwy 70 E;  
APR 17 - Concealed Weapon Training at NBF&SS on Neuse Blvd Bass Tournaments are 
ongoing, contact NBF&SS  for details 
 

HUNTING SEASON: 
Wild Turkey: Apr 3 - Youth Day; Open Season Apr 10 - May 8 

No Closed season for groundhog, nutria, coyote & skunk 
NC Wildlife Resource Commission at 919-707-0010 CAPT GARY OF SPEC FEVER FISHING 


