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Enjoy New Bern Nowõs community newsletter! It is a summary of the website: www.NewBernNow.com, created 

to inform residents and visitors of what the greater New Bern area has to offer!   

QUARTERLY 

Happy 300th Year Anniversary, New Bern!  

With 300 years of history, our city has undergone some profound and remarkable changes. 
It all started in 1710 when Swiss Baron Christopher de Graffenried, Explorer John Lawson, 
and a group of Swiss and German settlers discovered the beautiful countryside that was 
named òNew Bernó after the Baronõs home city of Bern, Switzerland, which is now consid-
ered New Bernõs òMother Cityó.  
  
After a half century, North Carolinaõs first permanent Colonial Capitol building was con-
structed in 1770 and later named Tryon Palace after Governor William Tryon. Tryon Palace 
became NCõs first state Capitol during the Revolutionary War in 1775. The Capital City was 
relocated to Raleigh in 1794. Tryon Palace burned in 1798. The landmark was rebuilt in 
1950 from the original Palace plans. Tryon Palace draws in thousands of visitors a year with 
their re -enactments, lectures, and tours of this grand homestead. Tryon Palace is located 
on Pollock Street (514-4900).  
  
New Bern is home to numerous architecturally unique homes and structures dating back to 
the 1800s. Contact the New Bern Historical Society for more information (638 -8558). 
 
The Civil War Battle of 1862 took place in New Bern as the Union Soldiers considered the 
city a valuable commodity as a seaport and railroad depot. Visit the Civil War Battlefield at 
the entrance of Taberna Community, Hwy 70 East. Steeped in history, New Bernõs cemeter-
ies offer a glimpse into the past dating back to the 18 th century. The following cemeteries 
contain graves and memorials of special interest: New Bernõs National Cemetery (637-
2912); Cedar Grove Cemetery, Evergreen Cemetery, Greenwood Cemetery, and New Bern 
Memorial Cemetery (639-7515); Greenleaf Memorial Park (633-1440); and 522 unmarked 
graves in James City are documented with a memorial monument next to the Crockett -
Miller Slave Quarters on Howell Road (638-8536). 
  
New Bern is a city with many firsts, here are some of them: Pharmacist Caleb Bradham cre-
ated òBradõs Drinkó in 1898 (Pepsi-Cola) - Pepsi Store (636-5898); NC printing press brought 
here by James Davis; NCõs public school, New Bern Academy, now a Museum (514-4951); 
NCõs chartered fire department - New Bern Firemanõs Museum (636-4087); revolving gun 
made in New Bern; Federal Court death sentence and federal hanging; NC ship to be con-
structed here; NC postal service; NC first town to decorate streets with colored Christmas 
lights; and NCõs first female Governor Beverly Perdue. 
 
In 1922 New Bern suffered a horrific fire that engulfed 40 City blocks - mostly the African 
American neighborhoods with thriving businesses. With resilience, residents re -built New 
Bern and continue to rebuild this wonderful city today! òTrail of Flames Touró(637-7316). 
  
New Bern was known as the òAthens of North Carolinaó, òCradle of North Carolinaó, and 
òThe Historic Center of North Carolina in the Land of Enchanting Watersó - Gertrude S. 
Caraway in 1929 and 1947. 
 
Opening soon is The North Carolina History Education Center next to Tryon Palace.  

Contact the 300th  
Anniversary  Committee 

for 300th Events  
(635 -1710)  

Contact New Bernõs  
Historical Society  

638-8558 for  
Historical information  

New Bern Now  
òOne Stop, Information Shopó 

Page Sponsored by:  Whiteõs Tire Service of New Bern Inc. Established for over 50 years. Full Service and Repair, 

Domestic and Foreign Automobiles and Trucks. Owner: Sammy E. White, 2813 Neuse Blvd., New Bern, NC 28560, 

252-633-1170  



Things To Do and Entertainment  

Visitors are attracted to New Bern's southern charm, small town feel, combined with 
the beautiful scenery, terrific weather, and an abundance of things to do, we have it 
all! A city rich in the arts, history, and outdoor recreation, New Bern is a safe, suburban 
community with a population close to 30,000 residents with diverse social backgrounds. 
Residents range from New Bernians, transplants seeking a slower pace of life, and snow-
birds escaping from the cold weather. Military members and their families homestead in 
New Bern because of its close proximity to local military bases.  
   
Looking for a job, interested in career planning information, or workforce related ser-
vices? Contact the Employment Security Commission (514-4828).  
  
CarolinaEast Health System is our Regional Medical Center located at 2000 Neuse Blvd., 
633-8111 which includes Cancer Care and Cardiac Care Centers and various healthcare 
departments. Coastal Carolina Health Care (CCHC) Urgent Care and New Bern Family 
Practice, 1020 Medical Park Ave (514-6685). MERCI Clinic (633-1599). There are also nu-
merous health and dental care practices and alternative medicine options to choose 
from.  
  
Your children will be safe and receive a great education in our Public School System 
(514-6300). There are also private schools: Epiphany School (638-0122); St Paul Catholic 
Education Center (633-0100); Sylvan Learning Center (633-6380) and many Religious 
Schools. The Pathway to College (638-1002) assists parents and students in making the 
proper choices during the College planning process. Students can receive a higher edu-
cation at Craven Community College (638-7200) and Mount Olive College at New Bern 
(633-4464) offering many advanced education opportunities. Craven Smart Startõs Child 
Care Resource and Referral Program (672-5921) offers valuable free child care referral 
services and other children's services to parents.  
  
New Bern's City Government controls police and emergency services, utilities, taxes, 
parks and recreation, etc. Craven County Government regulates emergency services, 
social services, Clerk of Court, Register of Deeds, planning and inspections, New Bern 
Riverfront Convention & Visitors Center, Parks and Recreation, and much more.  
 
 Coastal Carolina Regional Airport (638-8591) services the New Bern area. Airport ser-
vices include Delta and US Airways flights, general aviation terminal, Fed Ex and UPS 
services, conference room, wireless Internet, taxi and car rental services, and Deli.  
 
Other transportation options: CARTS Public Transportation Services (636-4917), Brightõs 
Limousines (638-6259), Twighlight Limousine (633-0027), Shuttle Me Transportation  
(637-7433), New Safeway Taxi (636-9000) and Tryon Cab (638-8809). 
  
Notable residents: Governor Beverly Perdue, Author, Nicholas Sparks, and NC Represen-
tative Alice Underhill.  
 
We are located: 20 - 30 minutes from Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point; 35 -45 min-
utes from Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune; and 35 ð 45 minute drive to the Beaches; 
and  1 ½ hour drive from Wilmington or Raleigh.  
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About New Bern  

New Bern Now  

IMPORTANT NUMBERS: 

Emergency - 911 

New Bern Police: 672-4100 

New Bern Fire: 639-2931 

Craven County Sheriff: 636-

6620 

City General Info: 639 -2701 

City Taxes: 639-7532 

City Animal Control: 672 -4304 

County Animal Control: 637-

4606 

Public Works: 639-7501 

City Electric: 636 -4070 

Progress Energy: 800-452-2777 

Century Link Phone: 800-366-

8201 

Trash/Recycling: 639-7501 

Water & Sewer: 639-7541 

Suddenlink: 877-794-2724 

Building Insp/Permits: 639 -2941 

Parks & Recreation: 639-2912 

Business License: 639-7532 

Food & Shelter: 637-4185 

Housing Authority: 637-3599 

Mosquito Control: 639-7501  

Natural Gas: Ameri Gas 637-

3903; Jenkins Gas Co. 633-

5560; Mallard Gas & Oil 637-

2524 

New Bern Library: 638-7800 

Chamber of Commerce: 637-

3111 

Visitors Center: 800-437-5767 

- Take a self-guided Walking Tour or Horse Drawn Carriage Ride, Tour Cedar Grove 
Cemetery (638-8558), Trolley Tour (637 -7316), Segway Tour (800-979-3370), Tugboat 
Cruise (349-3819), or Helicopter Ride (514 -2242)! Contact New Bern Tour & Convention 
Services for more options (637-7316). 

http://www.newbernnow.com/index_files/healthcare.html
http://www.cravencc.edu
http://www.ci.new-bern.nc.us
http://www.cravencounty.com

